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Syllabus outline: 

Through ten interrelated online lectures, students will receive insight into basic thoughts, 
concepts, relations and issues pertaining to the general subject of religion and 
reconciliation, both from the social sciences perspective and from the perspective of 
theology. The course provides theoretical framework for understanding of the role of 
religion in social conflicts, reconciliation, peacebuilding and developing good 
neighbourhood relations in the Western Balkans region on the premises of intrareligious 
and interreligious dialogue. 
 
1. Introduction: Religion, Reconciliation and Developing Good Relations Neighbourhood 
Relations Between Nations in the Western Balkans  
The aim of this part is to give the students some basic information on the idea of religion 
and its possible role for the reconciliation processes. The topic is addressed from two sides: 
firstly, from the perspective of religious studies/theology and secondly, from the 
perspective of social sciences. Thus, it will consist of two parts and the students will get a 
deep insight into the theme. This part will also provide an overview of the course content 
and deal with the most important elements of the theme which will be elaborated in later 
lectures. 
1.1. Religion, Conflicts and Reconciliation (lecture prepared by Prof. Dr Thomas Bremer, 
University of Münster, Germany and ISCOMET Institute, Maribor) 
This lecture will give a survey of the main concepts of “religion” and its significance for 
political and societal processes. The second part concentrates on monotheistic religions, 
above all Christianity and Islam. The basic content is: 
- Different understandings of “religion” - religion can be seen as a system of beliefs (“I 
believe in God”), as a self-assigned identity (“I am Protestant”), or as a practice (“I pray every 
day”). It also covers the relationship between these understandings of religion. 
- Religion as a distinct sector of society - in pre-modern societies, all sectors of life were 
religiously connoted. That changed with the enlightenment and the emancipation of the 
individual. Therefore, religion has to be seen nowadays as one of several parts of human 
life which is not necessarily connected with the other ones. That also poses the question of 
how religion can be researched which will be discussed in this section. 
- Monotheism - monotheistic religions are of special significance because of their presence 
in the Western Balkans, but also because of their exclusivity. A monotheistic belief does not 
allow much space for other ideas of how to think of the divine. It claims to be universalistic, 
and therefore poses a special problem for interreligious dialogue. 
-Interreligious encounter - history has shown many examples of adherents of different 
religions living together in a more or less peaceful way. Also in the Western Balkans, we find 
periods and places of co-existence as well as times of conflicts. Here the lecture will present 
ways of how the concepts of interreligious co-existence were developed. 
 
1.2. Religion, Conflicts, and Reconciliation in the Sociological Perspective (lecture 
prepared by Doc. Dr Samir Forić, Faculty of Political Science, University of Sarajevo) 
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The aim of this lecture is to introduce religion, conflicts and reconciliation as social 
phenomena and convey a specific social science perspective of these phenomena, namely 
the sociological perspective. In this perspective, social phenomena are understood and 
approached to as parts of a wider picture – or context, and related to other similar 
phenomena. Religion, social conflicts and reconciliation are understood to be interrelated 
phenomena, but also related to two distinct spheres of society - social life and social 
structure, in which they exist simultaneously. Conflicts are primarily understood as social 
conflicts involving religion and violence and are analysed as modalities of relation between 
these phenomena. Reconciliation is understood as a process of establishing regulative 
framework that produces conditions for (re)integration of former conflicting parties. 
Topics explored in this lecture include: 
- Sociological perspective on the phenomenon of religion. The first part focuses on religion 
as a social phenomenon consisting of two aspects: structural and cultural. These aspects 
form basic elements of analytical framework that tries to encapsulate religion as a social 
phenomenon existing simultaneously in social life and social structure. Also, they serve as 
focal references for explanation of social functions of religion, which is a subject covered in 
the second part. 
- Social functions of religion (and social conflicts). While fundamental social functions of 
religion are enumerated and briefly addressed, the focus is on two basic ones: integration 
and regulation. Here, the correlative nature of these functions is stressed in order to 
demonstrate functional interrelation between religion and conflicts as social phenomena. 
- Religion, conflicts and violence. Third part focuses on interrelation between religion, 
conflicts and violence, explaining their relational modalities, namely: profanation of 
religion, sacralisation of violence, preventing or ending violence, and setting post-conflict 
regulative network that leads to integration. Here, relation between religion and politics on 
one hand, and relation between religion and reconciliation on the other are tentatively 
addressed 
- Why context always matters. The fourth part dives into what is a central feature of the 
sociological perspective – importance of context for understanding the problem (of religion, 
conflicts, and reconciliation) in depth. This part has two subparts: the first deals with the 
set of factors that influence the role of religion in conflicts and reconciliation, namely 
political, social, and cultural factors; the second addresses the past-recent and present-day 
context of the Western Balkans Region on the tangents mentioned in the first subpart. 
- Role of religion in reconciliation. Finally, the fifth part treats the central issue of this course 
– role of religion in the process of reconciliation in the Western Balkans and in developing 
good neighbourhood relations between nations – albeit normatively, not empirically. 
Functions of stabilization and compensation are analysed and dialogue is seen as a central 
value in reconciliation process. 
 
2. Importance of Dialogue 
The aim of this part of the syllabus is to explore the importance of dialogue as a practical 
tool in reconciliation and developing good neighbourhood relations between nations, but 
also as an analytical tool for understanding of key objectives of the course. In this regard, 



 
 

5 

  

the lecture is divided into two parts. The first part will discuss why inter-religious dialogue 
is specific in relation to other forms of dialogue, and what are the characteristics and 
assumptions that inter-religious dialogue must meet to be successful. The aim of the second 
part of this part of the lecture is to apply the general theoretical and methodological 
principles of inter-religious dialogue (which are explained in the first part) on an example of 
inter-religious dialogue in the former Yugoslavia. 
 
2.1. Interreligious Dialogue: Concepts, Types, Rules (lecture prepared by Dr Mirko 
Blagojević, Institute for Social Science, Belgrade, and Ass. Prof. Dr Nataša Jovanović 
Ajzenhamer, University of Belgrade) 
This lesson will present the basic theoretical concepts of inter-religious dialogue, the genesis 
of the phenomenon, as well as the most important methodological and contextual 
prerequisites for its successful implementation. These are some of the most important 
topics we will discuss: 
- the genesis of this relatively new phenomenon (inter-religious dialogue): inter-religious 
dialogue as a specific form of dialogue emerged during the eighties and nineties of the last 
century. We will talk about the causes that led to the development of inter-religious 
dialogue: (1) strengthening of the fundamentalist tendencies in world religions (namely 
within the Protestant denominations and Islam); 2) the role of Christian churches in radical 
changes that occurred in some Central-East European countries (primarily in Poland); 3) 
strengthening the ecumenical processes during the eighties. To these, we could add an 
additional factor 4) which we will formulate as the role of Churches in stirring the ethno-
nationalist conflicts in different parts of the world, and especially within the Ex-Yugoslav 
space; 
- an explanation of the most important prerequisites for successful inter-religious dialogue 
(dialogue cannot be a “one-way” dialogue, it is very important to respect the other side, 
he or she must be willing to engage in self-assessment and self-criticism of his/her own 
position, inter-religious dialogue must not be politicized etc.); 
- presentation of the so-called Ten golden rules for successful inter-religious dialogue (such 
as Have a good grasp of your own tradition, Be willing also to help your own faith 
community to grow and change, Come to dialogue in order to learn and grow, not to 
change the other etc.); 
- presentation of different types of inter-religious dialogue (inter-confessional dialogue, 
dialogue with agnostics or atheists, etc.); 
- development of a Culture of dialogue and the importance of education for the 
establishment of such a culture in one society (with an emphasis on tolerance towards 
different religions and cultures). 

 
2.2. Interreligious Dialogue Within the Post-Yugoslav Space: History, Context, 
Perspectives (lecture prepared by Dr Mirko Blagojević, Institute for Social Science, Belgrade, 
and Ass. Prof. Dr Nataša Jovanović Ajzenhamer, University of Belgrade) 
This lesson will give a brief historical context and a brief review of the processes of 
secularization and desecularization in the Western Balkans. Special emphasis will be put on 
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the role of the inter-religious dialogue on the process of reconciliation in the former 
Yugoslavia. These are some of the most important topics we will discuss: 
- explanation of the process of secularization of Yugoslavia and process of desecularization 
after the disintegration of the common state (with the help of Peter Berger's theoretical 
framework); 
- the religious dimension of the conflict in the former Yugoslavia – we will try to answer the 
question whether it was a religious war or religious differences that were politicized during 
this conflict; 
- a brief overview of the structure of religiosity today – a review and analysis of empirical 
data on religiosity in the former Yugoslavia. Revitalization of religious identity (at the 
expense of religious practices) and stabilization of religious structure. Comparative 
perspective of empirical data obtained by European Social Survey;  
- topics that may be covered by inter-religious dialogue in the Western Balkans (legal 
frameworks, education on tolerance and dialogue, minority rights, etc.) – suggestions and 
experiences.  
 
3. Intrareligious and Interreligious Dialogue (lecture prepared by Prof. Dr Thomas Bremer, 
University of Münster, Germany and ISCOMET Institute, Maribor) 
The aim of this part of the syllabus will be to more concretely address the history of inter-
confessional contacts and the reconciliatory efforts made during the last decades. It also 
includes the topics of institutional-organizational settings of dialogue and the involvement 
of secular actors in the interreligious dialogue, as well as the issue of dialogue and 
contestation when reconciliation of memories is involved. 
The lecture includes the following topics: 
-Splits and reconciliation attempt in Christianity. Since the very beginnings of its existence, 
Christianity has experienced splits and division. Nevertheless, from the earliest times, 
attempts have been made to heal these divisions. In the first part of the lecture, the main 
splits will be presented, as well as the endeavours to overcome them. 
- The Ecumenical Movement. Beginning with the 19th century, there were systematic 
attempts to re-unite Christianity. They led to a variety of inter-church encounters and 
contacts, and also to the establishment of institutions for such contacts. The second part of 
the lecture describes this specific history and also the organizations which are the results of 
it. They represent the setting in which inter-church encounters nowadays mostly take place. 
- Interreligious dialogue and inter-church relations. There is a basic difference between 
inter-church dialogues (which in principle aim at overcoming the differences between the 
partners and re-uniting the churches) and interreligious dialogue which has much practical 
relevance. These differences will be discussed here. 
- Reconciliation of memories. It has become clear that the political role of religious 
communities in conflicts is not in their doctrine or practices but mostly in different 
narratives which are held up by them, and which form the consciousness of their societies. 
Therefore, a highly important task is the “healing of memories” which means dealing with 
these differences and finding ways to harmonize them. 
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4. Group Identities and Religion: Politics, Conflicts and Reconciliation (lecture prepared by 
Ass. Prof. Dr Samir Forić, Faculty of Political Science, University of Sarajevo) 
The aim of this lecture is to address the ever present “Us” and “Them” issue that has often 
been a focal point of conflicts and a contributing factor to worsening of neighbourhood 
relations between nations in the Western Balkans. Often, the politics of identity played a 
crucial role in exacerbation of differences between various groups in the Western Balkans, 
religious communities (groups) included. The lecture is intended to provide insight into 
psychological and social processes involving two major themes: religion and identity. It 
introduces concepts such as religious group, identity, processes of identity development 
and construction in standard and adverse conditions, such as conflicts and crises, and finally, 
religion and politics (of identity).  
Topics explored in this lecture include: 
- Religion as a group phenomenon. Social life mostly takes place in social groups. All social 
groups exhibit the same traits and religious groups are no exception. One fundamentally 
important trait concerns identity. Basic features and functional prerequisites of social 
groups are given from a sociological background. Meanings and purpose bind members of 
the group together with bonds of social cohesion. Identity reflects these facts, hence its 
importance. 
- Identity. Psychological and sociological understandings of dimensions of identity are 
outlined in this part, along with conceptual definitions. Group identity is explained as a 
social, collective or constructed identity and Self-Other dichotomy is explained as the basis 
for mechanisms of identity construction. In group context, this dichotomy assumes Us-Them 
form. 
- Functions of identity and the processes of its development and construction. Construction 
of social identity, development of identity and functions of identity are questions explored 
in part three. Psychological account of cognitive development is used as explanatory 
framework to identity development in standard conditions. It is followed by the sociological 
account on process of social construction of identity. 
- Identity development and construction in adverse conditions. There is a tendency of 
essentialize social identity as a consequence of the identity construction process. In adverse 
conditions such as conflict or social crisis, this is exactly what happens. Breakdown of social 
interaction – prerequisite for identity development, occurs when identity perceives and 
experiences existential threat. The process of social construction of identity in adverse 
conditions and the role of religion is also discussed in this part. 
- Religious identity (and politics). This theme is explored in the context of identity politics in 
Western Balkans, where processes of construction of (ethno) national identities lead to 
experiences of conflict and violence. Religious identity is analysed in terms of its use in 
construction of (ethno) national identity and its implications. Politics of identity, when 
involving religion, tend to exacerbate differences which often leads to additional 
fragmentation and conflicts. 
- Identity and reconciliation. The process of reconciliation is treated as a process of identity 
development. Also, it is treated as a process of social (re)construction of identity that is 
based on principles of political reconciliation and forgiveness. 
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5. Religion - State Relations in the Frame of Reconciliation (lecture prepared by Ass. Prof. 
Dr Dalibor Djukić, Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade).  
This part of the syllabus will aim to address the interconnection between the legal status of 
religious organizations (churches, religious communities) and the process of reconciliation. 
Furthermore, the course focuses on the protection of freedom of religion which is the basic 
precondition for the participation of religious organizations in any social or public activity. 
Also, freedom of religion is one of the fundamental human rights, protected by international 
and constitutional norms. Therefore, this part of the syllabus will provide insights into the 
principles of modern state-religion relations and the regulation of the legal status of 
religious communities according to international human rights standards. The 
implementation of those principles and standards should provide the religion-state 
configuration that is optimal for religious communities and will allow them to focus on their 
religious and social mission.  
Topics that will be discussed during the course are: 

- New tendencies in religion-state relations in contemporary Europe. The convergence of 
different models progressively leads to the creation of a unique European model of state-
church relations. Although there can be many objections to the idea of creating an European 
common model, the fact is that thanks to international standards for the protection of 
religious freedom, which are respected by almost all European countries, national laws 
regulating the position of religious organizations on the European continent are brought 
closer; 
- The models of religion-state systems. This part of the lesson will be dedicated to the most 
remarkable models of state-religion relations, such as positive identification of state and 
religion, established religions, cooperation model, Laïcité, secular control regimes, and 
negative identification of state and religion (persecution of religion). Some of those models 
can obstruct or disrupt the reconciliation efforts of religions in general. The lesson should 
help students to identify the connection between the certain model on one hand and the 
religious freedom protection and the level of state neutrality that is needed and essential 
for the development of the social role of religion, on another; 
- Secularity of the state. The secular character of the state does not mean that the state 
identifies with secularism as an ideology. On the contrary, in a secular state, secularism can 
only be one of many competing ideologies. To better understand the issue, it would be useful 
to underline the terminological difference between secularity and secularism. Both are 
linked to the general historical process of secularization. Secularity is an approach to 
religion-state relations which avoids identification of the state with any particular religion, 
while secularism is an ideological position that promotes a negative (or even hostile) 
conception of separation between the state and religion; 
- International protection of freedom of religion. The provisions of international treaties 
show that freedom of religion is a specific right that has a few different dimensions that are 
interconnected: individual, internal, collective, and external. The lecture will explore all 
dimensions of this right with an emphasis on the collective aspect of religious freedom. The 
participation of religion in the process of reconciliation actually depends on religious 
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communities. They are able to contribute to these processes by their teachings, religious 
practices and the right theological interpretation of religious doctrine. Although, they should 
be free to do it and protected from any unjustified and arbitrary state interference with the 
collective manifestation of religion or belief. That is the reason why international protection 
of religious freedom can play an important role in providing conditions for the participation 
of religious communities in the process of reconciliation;  
- Religious autonomy. The protection of the autonomy of religious organizations is the 
quintessence of religious freedom. Without autonomy in their internal affairs and especially 
in matters of religious identity, it is difficult or even impossible for religious organizations to 
provide their authentic and genuine contribution to the wider community. 
 
6. Practices and Discourses on Reconciliation in the Western Balkans  
The aim of this part of the course is to familiarize the students with the concrete experiences 
and the practices of interreligious encounters in the region and also with the theory (or 
rather theories) which are behind those practices. The topic is therefore divided into two 
units: 
- the first part of the syllabus deals concretely with the interreligious relations in the 
Western Balkans. It presents the traditional neighbourhood relations, the difficult 
experiences in the 20th centuries, but also the attempts of the religious communities to 
contribute to a better mutual understanding during the conflicts of the 1990s; 
- the second part of the syllabus explores different reconciliation initiatives, their 
organizational forms, impacts and problems in the Western Balkans. Methodology of 
examining the contexts of these initiatives will be the same as in the previous lecture along 
with using general framework on contexts of dialogue and relations between religion, group 
identity and politics from all other lectures as examination tools.  
The last lecture is intended to provide the basis for student engagement that will be 
organized through seminars and in-class individual and group work, either by examining and 
discussing case-studies and research data or through dialogue aimed to explore options and 
possibilities of religion playing a more prominent role in reconciliation and building of good 
neighbourhood relations between Western Balkans countries and religious/confessional 
communities. The experiences of the Western Balkans can be also useful for other contexts 
of conflicts in which religion plays a role. 
 
6.1. Interreligious Dialogue in the Western Balkans (lecture prepared by Prof. Dr Thomas 
Bremer, University of Münster, Germany and ISCOMET Institute, Maribor) 
The basic content is: 
- The tradition of interreligious coexistence in the Western Balkans 
In a historical perspective, the first part will show the experience of people with different 
religious backgrounds in the Western Balkans, from very peaceful and fruitful co-existence 
until the bloody wars in the 20th century. For that period, the connection between religion, 
nation and politics must be taken into regard. 
- The war of the 1990s and their impact on interreligious dialogue 
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Ironically, The wars in the region in connections with the dissolution of Yugoslavia brought 
an increase of interreligious encounters and meetings. This section will show which kind of 
dialogues took place, by whom they were initiated, and what their results were. Concretely, 
some of the documents which are an outcome of such encounters will be analysed. 
- The interreligious situation today 
The third section will present and analyse how the interreligious relations in the Western 
Balkans are today, where are their strengths and where their weaknesses, and what are the 
reasons behind them. 
 
6.2. Reconciliation in the Western Balkans: Elements, Actors, Achievements and Pitfalls 
(lecture prepared by Prof. Zlatiborka Popov Momćinović, Faculty of Philosophy, University 
of East Sarajevo 
The aim of this lecture is to address the notion of reconciliation in the context of the 
Western Balkans. The elements of the reconciliation will be discussed, the role of key actors, 
as well as the achievements and pitfalls regarding each of the analysed elements and actors. 
It is expected that students will develop an understanding of the entire process and critical 
tools for assessing the reconciliation initiatives, as well as to be motivated for their own 
engagement to improve the entire process.  
The lecture includes the fallowing topics:  
- Tensions around reconciliation. The first part focuses on the very notion of reconciliation, 
and the ways how it is interpreted and very often misunderstood in the region.  What is 
reconciliation and what it is not will be presented in order to enable students to understand 
reconciliation as a complex and overarching process of rebuilding broken social relations 
and bonds after violent conflict(s).  
- Elements of the reconciliation in the Western Balkans. The second part scrutinizes the 
most important elements of reconciliation such as truth, forgiveness and apology. The 
difference between forensic and narrative truth will be explained, and the problems in 
acknowledgment of the hard facts (forensic truth) due to the obstacles in the work of 
domestic courts and The international criminal tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY), 
especially misunderstandings about its role and abusage of its verdicts. The initiatives 
dealing with the narrative truth will be explained, and the failure in establishing of the truth 
commission in the region (REKOM) and particular countries. There are also successful 
initiatives (such as the regional initiative Women’s court) that address the issues overlooked 
by mainstream judicial approach. The problems while speaking about apology and 
forgiveness mostly due to the misunderstanding of their very essence and their political 
abusage will be discussed.  
- Phases of reconciliation. This part explains the elements of reconciliation in their 
interaction and the way of functioning in the WB in order to dive deeper into the constantly 
emerging problems while facing with the new realities after the violent conflict, expressing 
grief/mourning, choice/commitment to forgive, rewriting joint history, and establishing 
justice. There are some important initiatives concerning these elements (such as joint visits 
to the crime sites), signed agreements and projects (such as the creation of supplementary 
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materials for the history textbooks in schools). The difference between retributive and 
restorative justice will be scrutinized and also the problems of lack of justice in the region.  
- Actors of reconciliation. This part is based on the theory of the leading peacebuilder and 
scholar John Paul Lederach about the three levels of peacebuilding (Lederach’s pyramid), 
and the role of key actors of the reconciliation processes (politicians, religious leaders and 
civil society organizations) in the region will be explained. Based on different empirical 
research perceptions about their role among the population will be analysed. Despite 
being the most salient and successful actors of reconciliation, the civil society 
organizations face different obstacles in their work. The role of the international 
community and specific international stakeholders (such as the European Union) will be 
discussed, and issues around the agenda setting by international actors and lack of local 
ownership in the processes of reconciliation in the Western Balkans.  

 
Readings: 

Mandatory readings:  
- Appleby, S. 2000. The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence, and Reconciliation. 
Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 
- Helmick, R. & Petersen, R. (Eds.). 2002. Forgiveness & Reconciliation: Public Policy & 
Conflict Transformation. West Conshohocken, PE: Templeton Press. 
- Merdjanova I. & Brodeur P. 2009. Religion as a Conversation Starter Interreligious 
Dialogue for Peacebuilding in the Balkans, New York, NY: Continuum International 
Publishing Group. 
- Rakaj et. al. (Eds.). 2019. Role of Religion in the Western Balkans’ Societies (Conference 
Volume), Tirana: Institute for Democracy and Mediation.  
- Togo, T. & Ostojić, N. (Eds.). 2006. National and Inter-Ethnic Reconciliation and Religious 
Tolerance in the Western Balkans, Belgrade: EPCD. 

 
Objectives of the course: 

(1) The course aims to inform students on different theoretical perspectives in the field of 
religion and reconciliation, but also to enrich their perspective through examination of 
various cases in which religion has been employed as a driver of the reconciliation process.  
 
(2) Also, an objective of the course is to introduce students to key concepts (religions, 
confessions, war, peace, violence, reconciliation, religious leadership, social role and social 
functions of religions), relations (between religions/confessions and group identities, 
between different religious/confessional communities, religion and politics) and issues 
(contexts of religion driven reconciliation efforts, social trust and transitional justice) that 
make up the core content of this course. 
 
(3) An additional objective of the course is to promote and help build the culture of 
dialogue, namely within the classroom. In terms of contents, the course itself relies much 
on both intrareligious and interreligious dialogue as a precipice for reconciliation. Even if 
dialogue itself cannot be equated with reconciliatory practices it holds both manifest and 
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latent affirmative function to advance reconciliation through mutual understanding. In this 
sense, an objective of the course is to offer insights into religion driven practices of 
dialogue to enrich perspectives of the students and to affirm the dialogue as one of the 
values of the democratic process and of open societies. 

 
Expected teaching results: 

Upon completion of the course, students will: 
 
(Knowledge and understanding) 
- obtain knowledge on key concepts, relations and issues related to the role of religion in 
the process of reconciliation and building good neighbourhood relations between Western 
Balkans countries and respective religious and confessional communities; 
- demonstrate the ability to understand the complexity of the reconciliation process by 
understanding historical and present contexts of the Western Balkans religious and 
confessional communities; 
- demonstrate the ability to critically and reflexively examine these contexts; 
 
(Competences and skills) 
- develop analytical skills required for researching and understanding religious discourses 
and practices employed in reconciliation processes in the Western Balkans region; 
- demonstrate the ability to understand existing narratives and accumulated research data 
in regard with religion driven reconciliation efforts and initiatives in the named region;  
- develop skills necessary for engaging in sensitive, open and fruitious religion related 
dialogue; 
 
(Judgement and approach) 
- demonstrate the ability for analysis and critical and reflective interpretation of the 
reconciliation and good neighbourhood relations building processes between Western 
Balkans countries and religious and confessional communities; 
- demonstrate the ability to make their judgements and approach based on the culture of 
dialogue. 

 
In which working posts (areas of professional activities) would / could the graduated 
students use the knowledge acquired in the course? 

Graduates will be able to use the acquired knowledge in various kinds of posts and 
professional activities relevant for regional cooperation and European integration of WB 
countries, including those in the public sector (state administrations, government services 
or departments) and those in the civil sector (local and international non-government 
organizations) that deal with issues of reconciliation, conflict prevention, peace-building 
and developing good neighbourhood relations between communities and countries in the 
Western Balkans. Graduates will also find their knowledge beneficial in working with 
churches and religious communities. The knowledge that students will acquire during the 
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course will be of benefit particularly to those graduates who may choose to pursue a 
research or academic career. 

 
Learning and teaching methods: 

- Lectures with active participation of students and in-class discussions 
To increase the students’ input during the lectures, teaching/learning will be conducted 
principally through questions and answers – the so-called Socratic method. This will also 
include a ‘think-pair-share’ strategy combined with PowerPoint presentations which will 
allow the lecturer to formatively assess the learning outcomes. This implies that whenever 
the lecturer will pose a question that is not trivial and requires some thinking and 
deployment of analytical and synthetic skills as well as legal imagination on the part of the 
students, the lecturer will pose the question, explain it and then give the students five 
minutes to talk to their neighbours. This approach allows for time to think, pair/group 
deliberation, answer, and later, discussion from other pairs/groups and the instructor. 
Talking with others about ideas is fundamental to classroom learning. Classroom 
discussion that promotes and sustains learning should be accountable to other learners, 
use accurate and appropriate knowledge, and adhere to rigor in thinking. Accountable talk 
responds to and further develops what others have said through relevant observations, 
ideas, opinions, or more information. Accountable talk draws on evidence appropriate to 
the content. It is expected that such a proactive teaching/learning with an exchange of 
views and the students’ articulate presentations will result in much higher satisfaction, 
higher thinking skills and enhanced motivation of the students. 
 

- Individual research work and seminars 
Every student will have to write a 5000-6000 word (10-12 pages) research paper on the 
specific topic agreed upon with the lecturer and hand it in two weeks before their oral 
presentation to the class. The research papers have to be adequately referenced. Students 
will receive the lecturer’s feedback on the paper’s content, structure, organisation, clarity 
and coherence, one week before their presentation. They will have one week to consider 
the lecturer’s comments and incorporate them in their presentation. Students will give a 
20-minute presentation to the rest of the class in which they will present the topic of their 
paper. Students will receive feedback forms from their peers, as well as from the lecturer. 
As for the assessment of the research paper, both the written piece and its presentation 
will be evaluated. The completed feedback forms will also be taken into consideration 
when assessing the student’s performance. By using this approach students will learn both 
how to produce a well-organised and coherent essay-long text on a particular issue and 
how to clearly and effectively present their written work to others. 
 

- Dealing with concrete problems, topical issues, relevant cases 
Analysis of cases will form the basis for applying the concepts and international legal 
norms to real world situations, thereby promoting curiosity, exploration, problem solving 
and understanding.  Students will be expected to have read and analysed the cases 
thoroughly prior to class. The students will be formatively assessed based on how well 
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they are able to analyse the central problem of the case, use different ways of 
representing knowledge and present their oral argument. Occasionally, content material 
taken from current news and information will be discussed during the lectures to add 
relevance to a lesson topic or content. 

 
Suggested assessment of the knowledge: 

 
- Regular and active participation in lectures and tutorials  
- Group presentations  
- Mid-term exam  
- Preparation and oral presentation to the class of an essay on the 
topic agreed upon with the lecturer/teacher 
- Final exam 

Weight 
10% 
15% 
20% 
30% 
 
25% 

 
Interrelation with other courses which are already taught at the PU: 

Faculty of Law, University of Tirana, Albania 
For the Law Faculty of Tirana program (bachelor and master) course 5 doesn’t interrelate 
with any of the subjects included in the programs. 
 
Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Course 5 is related with BA level courses such as: Sociology of Religion, Post conflict 
Societies and Peacebuilding, and MA courses such as: Contemporary Religions of the 
World and Religion and Conflicts. 
 
Faculty of Political Science, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
Course 5 is interrelated with the course Politics and Religion 
 
Faculty od Law, University of Pristina 
For the Law Faculty of Pristina program (bachelor and master) course 5 doesn’t interrelate 
with any of the subjects included in the programs. 
 
Faculty of Political Science, University of Montenegro, Montenegro 
Course 5 is related with a few existing courses at the Faculty of Political Science, University 
of Montenegro. The content of these existing courses is completely in line with accepted 
approach and content of syllabus 5, namely the course Sociology of Religion 
 
Faculty of Law and Faculty of Security, University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bitola, North 
Macedonia  
For the Faculty of Law and Faculty of Security at the University St. Kliment Ohridski 
program (bachelor and master) course 5 doesn’t interrelate with any of the subjects 
included in the programs. 
 
Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade, Serbia 
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Course 5 is related with BA level course Canon Law, MA level course Legal Status of 
Churches and Religious Communities in Europe and State-Church Law, and PhD level 
course History of State-Church Law.  
 
University of Maribor, Slovenia 
For the Faculty of Law of Maribor program (bachelor and master) course 5 doesn’t 
interrelate with any of the subjects included in the programs. 

 
 
 
 


