
 

 

 
STUDENT CALL:  
 

“The future of the Western Balkans” 
Call for students’ essays on EU policies and reconciliation in WB 

 
1. The Call is organized in the frame of the EU sponsored project “Academic network 
supporting the EU policy towards Western Balkans with emphasis on regional cooperation 
based on reconciliation – ANETREC” in which take part 10 universities and research institutions 
from Albania, Bosna and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
Serbia, and Slovenia. The ANETREC project Coordinator is Professor Emeritus Dr Silvo Devetak, 
the President of the Institute for ethnic and regional studies from Maribor, Slovenia. 
 
2. The student’s call for essays will provide young people with the opportunity to express their 
opinions on different aspects of the EU policy towards the Western Balkans with emphasis on 
regional cooperation based on reconciliation. Particularly, it is commendable that the students 
write the essays on the impact of the EU policy on the situation in their countries (justice; 
human rights and elimination of discrimination; freedom of religion; mass media; the situation 
of civil society institutions and organisations; the impact on economy and socio-economic 
circumstances and the similar). The students from Croatia and Slovenia are particularly 
encouraged to write the essays on what is the current situation and what should be in their 
mind the role of their countries within the EU policy towards the Western Balkans. The 
proposed topics see in the Appendix 1.  
 
3. The Evaluation Commission at each Faculty (see Appendix 3) will in due time exanimate the 
essays. The ANETREC Coordinator will invite five students from each partner University who 
got the best grades to participate in the work of the ANETREC Summer School in Ohrid, North 
Macedonia in July 2021.  In addition, the ANETREC Coordinator requested the managements 
of the ANETREC partner Faculty to consider the possibility to treat the essays as part of the 
existing teaching program and to mark them with adequate ECTS.  
 
4. The purpose of the Summer School is to enhance critical debate, share views and ideas of 
students and professors on the most important questions referring to reconciliation and EU 
integration processes and to stimulate the development of further research among students 
and professors and establish networking. The students will have, among other, the 
opportunity to follow actively the lectures by distinguished scholars and to take part in the 
presentation and discussion of their essays. 
 
5. The best evaluated students’ essays selected by the Editorial Board (see Appendix 4) will be 
publish in a ANETREC project publication, which will be the back ground paper for the 
students’ presentation and discussion of these topics at the ANETREC Summer university in 
Northern Macedonia. 
 



 

 

6. We are pleased to invite the prospective authors to prepare the essays in line with Technical 
guidance (see Appendix 5) and to submit them until 25 March 2021 to the professor 
responsible for the call at their Faculty (see Appendix 2).  
 
7. Important dates:  
- Essay submission: deadline – 15 April 2021. Essays should be send to the responsible 
professor at your Faculty (see Appendix 2) 
- The Evaluation Commissions (see Appendix 3) will until 25 April 2021 assess and grate the 
quality of the essay.  
- The professor responsible for the call at your Faculty (see Appendix 2) will in cooperation 
with the Coordinators of the ANETREC Summer School in the period May – July 2021 organize 
all the necessary things for the fruitful participation of selected students in the ANETREC 
Summer School.  
 
8. For more information about the Call and Summer school, please, contact the responsible 
professor at your Faculty (see Appendix 2) 
 
 
Appendix 1: The list of essays’ topics of students’ call in accordance with the ANETREC 
project contents  
 
The list is not mandatory; students can select another topic that represent the specific 
problem of her/his country in relation with the EU policy of WB6 enlargement. 
 
Focus should be on students` innovative ideas and fresh approaches. 
 
I. EU policy toward Western Balkans  
a. The EU policy toward the Western Balkans countries - current and future challenges. 
b. The benefits and weak points of the European integration of my country. 
c. The Berlin Initiative - the German sponsored project regarding Western Balkans` 

European integration process. 
d. Regional cooperation between WB countries in the context of the EU WB 6 enlargement. 
e. Initiatives for regional cooperation that could contribute to reconciliation between 

nations and states of WB. 
f. The policy of non-EU countries or actors towards the Western Balkans region and 

countries (select one of them). 
g. What should be the role of Croatia in the realisation of the EU policy towards WB 6. 
h. What should be the role of Slovenia in the realisation of the EU policy towards WB 6. 
 
II. Reconciliation in the post-conflict environment in the Western Balkans 
a. The reconciliation and peace building - what should be done in finding solutions for 

particular conflict situation (students should write a case study related to the existent 
conflict situations as are borders disputes, mutual recognition, the legal system in the 
Adriatic Sea, economic discrimination, divided cities, respect of minorities’ rights, and 
similar issues). 

b. The role of the EU in reconciliation processes between the Western Balkans countries. 



 

 

c. The role of civil society in the developing reconciliation processes and good  
neighbourhood relations between the Western Balkans nations and countries. 

d. The role of youth in developing reconciliation and good relations between the  
Western Balkans nations and countries. 

e. Cross-border cooperation as a way of developing reconciliation, cooperation and good 
neighbourhood relations between the Western Balkans countries. 

 
III. Multiculturalism and ethnicity 
a. The theoretical and legal concepts and practices of multiculturalism in the Western 

Balkans countries. 
b. The contribution of multicultural policies to the stability of Western Balkans  

countries (a particular case study to be chosen). 
c. The legal and factual position of national minorities in my country- challenges and ideas 

for improvement. 
d. The role of national minorities in developing good neighbourhood relations between 

Western Balkan countries. 
e. Language’s policy as source of conflicts or a tool for reconciliation within or between 

Western Balkans countries (a particular case study to be chosen). 
 

IV. Protection of human rights and non-discrimination  
a. Protection of human rights and of non-discrimination in the context of the EU integration 

process in my country - what has been and what is necessary to do? 
b. How to overcome the discrimination in my country based on race, sex, age, ethnicity, 

social position? 
c. United Nations, Council of Europe and EU standards on human rights and non-

discrimination - how to enhance their implementation in WB countries. 
d. The position of national minorities in the legal system of my country - how to surpass the 

gap between the adopted legal and other norms and their implementation. 
 

V.  Religion in the process of reconciliation in Western Balkans 
a. Inter-religious dialogue as the factor of developing good relations between the  

Western Balkans countries. 
b. Main religion communities and their position towards the reconciliation processes in 

Western Balkans. 
c. The role of religious communities in developing stability in my country. 

 
VI. Migration in the context of EU policy towards Western Balkans 
a. Migration routes to the EU and the position of Western Balkans region - what are the 

ways for resolving the connected problems? 
b. New EU Pact on migration and asylum and its consequences for Western Balkans 

countries. 
c. European Union and the problems of migrants and refugees in Bosnia and Hercegovina - 

what should the EU do?  
d. The importance of the WB regional cooperation and of regional initiatives concerning 

migrants and refugees. 
 



 

 

VII. Segregation in education in Bosna and Herzegovina 
a. The impact of segregation in education system of Bosna and Herzegovina on  

reconciliation process in the country. 
b. The ways and means for overcoming the ethnic-based segregation in schools of Bosnia  

and Hercegovina. 
c. Bosnia and Hercegovina 25 years after the Dayton agreement - how to overcome the 

shortcomings? 
 
VIII.  Reconciliation process between Belgrade and Pristina nations 
a. The main problems concerning the normalisation of relations between Belgrade and 

Pristina. 
b. The importance of Belgrade-Pristina dialogue in the WB stabilisation and cooperation 

process. 
c. The importance of Belgrade-Pristina dialogue in the European integration process. 
d. The role of students and youth in the reconciliation process and in the normalization of 

the Belgrade-Pristina relations. 
e. Economic cooperation between Belgrade and Pristina - achievements and problems. 
f. The role of the USA, EU and other relevant actors in the reconciliation process and 

dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina. 
 
 
Appendix 2 - Professors responsible for the realisation of the student’s call 
 
Faculty of Law, University of Tirana 

- Assoc. Prof. Dr. Oriona Muçollari; tildamia@yahoo.it; +355682050363 
 
Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Sarajevo 

- Doc. Dr. Samir Forić; samir.foric@fpn.unsa.ba; +38761618200 
 
Faculty of Political Science, University of Zagreb 

- Assoc. Prof. Đana Luša, Ph.D.; dana.lusa@fpzg.hr; +385 1 46 42 112 
 
Faculty of Law, University of Pristina 

- Prof. Dr. Iliriana Islami; iliriana.islami@uni-pr.edu; +383(0)38 229 
- Valeza Ukaj Elshani; LLM, PhD Candidate, valeza.ukaj@uni-pr.edu; +383(0)38 229 063 

 
Faculty of Political Science, University of Montenegro 

- Assoc. Prof. Dr. Danijela Vuković-Ćalasan; danijelacalasan@ucg.ac.me; +382 20 481 
159 

 
Faculty of Law, University of Bitola 

- Assoc. Prof. Dr. Elena Tilovska-Kechedji; elena.tilovska-kechegi@uklo.edu.mk; 
+38978383010 

 
Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade 

- Prof. Dr. Dragica Vujadinović; dragicav@ius.bg.ac.rs; +381658272607 
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Faculty of Law, University of Maribor  

- Prof. Dr. Matjaž Tratnik; matjaz.tratnik@um.si; +386(0)2 250 42 43 
- Ass. Prof. Dr. Petra Weingerl; petra.weingerl@um.si; +386(0)2 250 42 29 

 
Institute of Social Sciences, Belgrade 

- Dr. Dijana Vukomanović; dijana.vukomanovic@gmail.com; +381(0)11 3618-187 
- Ksenija Marković, PhD Candidate; ksenija.markovic86@gmail.com; +381 (0) 11 3618-

187 
 
 
Appendix 3 - Technical guidance 
 

1. The length of the essay should be between 3000-4000 words (without used 
references and literature). 
 

2. Language: Essays should be prepared in English language. 
 

3. The structure of the essay: 
- On the first page of the essay the following info should marked: name of the author; 
title of the essay; the university /department of the student, and the date; 
- On the 2nd page is the table of the contents (if provided); 
- On the 3rd page begins the text of the essay; 
- On the last page are the references (books, articles, and statistics, on-line material 
etc., also unpublished material). For on-line references, the date of the access should 
be mentioned). 
 

4. Essay should be typed according to the guidelines below: 
- Essay title: Times New Roman; 14 pt; bold; alignment centred; single-line spacing. 
- Author name: Times New Roman; bold; 14 pt; single-line spacing; alignment centred. 
- Essay text: Times New Roman; 12 pt; justify; 1,5 line spacing; margins: Top: 2,5 cm; 
Bottom: 2,5 cm; Left: 3 cm; Right: 3 cm. 
- Quotations: If they are brief (3 lines or fewer), quotations should be run on with the 
text. Longer quotations should be indented, without quotation marks. All indented 
quotations should be typed single-spaced. 
- Citation style: The author should follow Chicago Style (author-date system) for 
referencing, for example: (Dahl 1989, 45); (Geddes 1999, 134-43); (Linz 1975). All 
references should be given in full at first mention. Subsequent citations can be 
abbreviated. Footnotes should be kept to a minimum. 
- Headings and subheadings: Times New Roman; 12 pt; bold. 
- Tables: Times New Roman; bold; size 10; align heading left; single line spacing. Tables 
must be created in Word, not Excel. Table heading is situated above the table. 
 

 

PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE:  
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C E R T I F I C A T E  
N.N. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

took part in the ANETREC project Call for students' essays on EU policies and 

reconciliation in Western Balkans realised by the Faculty of ??, University of 

?? 

 

 ANETREC Project Coordinator 

Prof. Emeritus Dr. Silvo Devetak 
Prof. Dr. ?? 

Dean  

Faculty of ??, University of ?? 
place, date, 2021 


